Op/Ed Template

An “Op/Ed” is usually published in a newspaper or other media source, and expresses the opinion of the author regarding a relevant public issue or matter. It is a great opportunity to raise awareness to domestic violence and encourage readers to get involved in the iPledge Campaign.

- - -

Sample Template


Topic: Ending domestic violence requires everyone’s participation

Goal: Encourage readers to sign the pledge


I. Compelling Introduction:


Until the recent national conversation sparked by several high profile cases of intimate partner violence and child abuse, domestic violence was rarely talked about.  It has long been considered a private, family issue. Many people thought – and perhaps still think – that domestic violence, while horrible, doesn’t affect them personally. 
The reality is that domestic violence affects 1 in 3 women throughout their lifetime.[footnoteRef:1] 1 in 3!  And it doesn’t stop there. For these 1 in 3 women, it also affects their children, their families, their workplaces, their neighborhoods and their community.  [1:  About 1 in 3 women (31.5%) in the United States have experienced physical violence by an intimate partner at some point in her lifetime. Source: Center for Disease Control and Prevention. (2010). National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey. http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
] 

[Add statistics or anecdotes specific to your locale]

II. Thesis Statement (Main Message): 

This is a major social issue that is impacting all of us. And ending domestic violence will require all of us too.



III. Body Paragraph(s) – info about iPledge:

The iPledge Campaign is a way for YOU to get involved in taking a stand against domestic violence. iPledge calls on the community to help end domestic violence; to make this issue a personal one; and to say, “We won’t tolerate this anymore.” 
The campaign – which was created by Women Against Abuse in Philadelphia in 2008 – has grown to become a hallmark initiative that coincides with Domestic Violence Awareness Month each October.  
iPledge is a platform through which we as a community can shape attitudes about domestic violence and ultimately prevent intimate partner abuse.
 Through this advocacy effort, more than 3,000 people have signed a pledge against violence, and the #iPledgeChallenge has garnered more than 1.7 million impressions on Twitter! 

IV. Call to Action

The pledge is simple, but powerful:

I pledge to take action against domestic violence by choosing not to remain silent.
Instead, I will speak up for those in my neighborhood, family, work or school 
who are victims of abuse. I will create a peaceful and safe environment 
in my home; and will not raise my hand in violence nor my voice in anger.
By living this pledge, I am joining with others to end violence
 in my home and community.

Will you join [me/us] in signing the pledge and living it? 

You can sign the pledge at www.iPledgeWAA.org.

You can also download an iPledge Toolkit, filled with ways for you to live the pledge and be part of the solution to end domestic violence.


V. Conclusion

iPledge because ….[include personal motivation for signing the pledge – could be a personal connection or the broader implications that this public health epidemic has for your community]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Why will YOU pledge?
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